INCREDIBLE     CARNEGIE
Walker was the son of a merchant. Carnegie's eye had
been on him for some time. He was the sort of chap
bankers trusted.
Thus the firm of Wilson, Walker & Company was
formed. Andrew Carnegie subscribed $60,000 of the
$200,000 capital as a silent member of t*ie firm. The
machinery of the old Girty's Run shop as well as the
Kloman Iron City Forge, together with the Zimmer mill
and other improvements, went into the new concern.
With the opening of the West and the resultant
enormous railroad expansion, came a tremendous demand
for rails more durable than the brittle iron ones in use.
William Coleman and Tom Carnegie, who occupied ad-
joining houses in Homewood, got their heads together
nightly over the possibility of erecting a steel mill.
William Kelly, a Pittsburgh Irish-American, and Henry
Bessemer, an Englishman of French descent, had demon-
strated beyond a doubt that cold air, blown into molten
iron, would refine it into steel. Robert F, Mushet, a
Scotchman, had perfected a process of purifying boiling
pig iron by the Kelly-Bessemer "pneumatic process"; and
then pouring back enough carbon to harden the metal
into the required quantity of steel.
In England the steel industry was well established.
America had lagged behind. Indeed, it was not until
1865 that Capt. Eber B. Ward, father of Clara Ward
(thePrincesse de Chimay) produced in Chicago the first
steel rails rolled in the United States.
By 1871, half a dozen or more plants In various parts
of the country had installed Bessemer converters. In that
year William Coleman, sixty-five but hale and enthus-
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